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He used to test his juvenile works by reading
them to his children and observing the effect.
Their remark would be (so he says), " How easy
this is! Why, we learn it by heart almost as fast
as we read it." " Their suffrage," he adds, "gave
me courage, and I carried on my work to the
end." Mrs, Godwin translated, for the business,
several childrens' books from the French. Among
other works specially written, Lamb's Tales from
Shakespeare owes its existence to " M. J. Godwin
& Co./' the name under which the firm was
finally established.

New and larger premises were taken in
Skinner Street, Holborn, and in the autumn of
1807 the whole family, which now included five
young ones, of whom Charles Clairmont was the
eldest, and William, the son of Godwin and his
second wife, the youngest, removed to ar house
next door to the publishing office. Here they
remained until 1822.

No continuous record exists of the family life,
and the numerous letters of Godwin and Mrs.
Godwin when either was absent from home
contain only occasional references to it. Both
parents were too much occupied with business
systematically to superintend the children's edu-
cation. Mrs. Godwin, however, seems to have
taken a bustling interest in ordering it, and scrupu-
lously refers to Godwin all points of doubt or
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